
 
 
 

The Big Bad Wolves of North Carolina 

 
 
 

Lesson #1 The Big Bad Wolf of North Carolina? 
Lesson #2 Who do we call? 
Lesson #3 What about me? 

Lesson #4 How can we help? 
 

Is the wolf really big and bad?  Are the children's books and movies showing a true 
picture of the wolf?  During AIG camp you will explore who the red wolves really are and 

why they have such a bad reputation.  Get ready for a howling week! 
 
 

UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTION: 
How can we help the endangered red wolf from becoming extinct? 
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RED WOLF RESEARCH PAPER	
  
	
  

Is there actually a pure breed red wolf? It is questioned whether the red wolf may have 

derived from the coyotes or gray wolf. In addition it has been questioned whether the red wolf 

came from what is known as the Eastern wolf. The Eastern wolf was believed to have roamed the 

earth 750,000 years ago in eastern North America. When scientists have studied the Eastern wolf 

and red wolf, they have found them to be the nearest kin to each other or perhaps the same 

species. No matter what the genetics show, this animal that once was known as a predator in the 

southeastern region of the United States is now barely surviving to exist (Dybas, 2012). 

If you were to picture a red wolf, you would see an animal that has a brownish, orange, 

cinnamon colored coat. Their coat may also include gray and black. They stand at two feet tall 

and their bodies are measured at three and half to four feet long. They have bushy tails that are 

about 16 inches long. On the scale their weight can be from thirty-five to sixty pounds. The 

females are known to be smaller than the males (Red wolf, 2006).	
  

The red wolf is known to be the predator of many medium sized animals. Those animals 

include: beavers, rodents, rabbits, and deer. They have also been known to eat garbage and dead 

animals. Old animals with weaker defenses have also been noted as choice for the red wolves 

next meal. “A study of some 2,220 scat samples from red wolves in the Alligator River environs 

shows that their diet is about 50 percent white-tailed deer, 30 percent raccoons, and 20 percent 

small mammals such as rabbits and rodents” (Dybas, 2012, p.26). They will also occasionally eat 

other items like insects, grass and fruit (Hutt, 2008).	
  

Wolves have been known to travel in packs. Those packs can be as large twenty in 

number with a pack leader. They travel in groups to protect themselves. When food is scarce 
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they are likely to be seen hunting alone (Red wolf, 2006). Being that the red wolf does not hunt 

for larger animals, they are less likely to hunt in packs (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2006). 

They usually rest during the day and are active in the evening, during the night, and in the early 

morning.  Their habitat includes agricultural lands, wetlands and forests (Hutt, 2008).	
  

The red wolf mates for life. Mating season is during late winter and gestation is normally 

two months. The mother nurses the puppies until they are old enough to eat solid foods. When 

the puppies first begin eating solid foods, their parents may chew their food up for them first. 

Other wolves in the packs help to tend to the puppies in addition to their mothers and fathers. 

The puppies begin to travel with the pack once they are three to five months of age. If food is 

scarce, the pups are likely to die at a young age. The normal lifespan for the red wolf would be 

up to twenty years (Red wolf, 2006).	
  

By the 1970’s it was believed that there was less than 100 animals left in the population. 

At that time they were located in a small area of coastal Louisiana and Texas. In the 1980’s they 

were officially considered to be extinct in the wild. Their extinction was caused by aggressive 

predator control programs and clearing of their habitats (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2006). 

One of the aggressive predators of the red wolf would include farmers who have shot or 

poisoned the animal in order to protect their farmland. “Biologists will deem the wolf 

''recovered,'' and thus no longer endangered, when 220 animals are spread among three wild 

populations and an additional 330 live in captivity” (Press, 2000).	
  

After only identifying only 17 living red wolves, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

selected 14 to become part of the Red Wolf Recovery Program in the 1970’s. The overall goal of 

this program is to conserve the genetics of this animal and release them back into the wild. Four 
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red wolf pairs were released at the Alligator River National Refuge in northeastern North 

Carolina in 1987. This was the first time an officially extinct species was restored back to the 

wild. Since the release of the four pairs, there are almost 100 red wolves located on 1.7 million 

acres in this location (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2006). According to Kim Wheeler from 

the Alligator River Refuge, it is their goal to continue to keep at least a dozen red wolves in the 

conservation area to ensure that there is a purebred population thriving (personal communication, 

January 24, 2012).	
  

To monitor the red wolves, they are fitted with a tracking collar. When the pups are 

between the ages of 8 and 10 months, they are captured, fitted with a radio collar, and released 

back into the wild. Each tracking collar sends off a unique frequency that identifies each wolf. 

On the ground, the signals can reach up to 1.5 miles and aircraft from up to 20 miles away can 

receive the signals. One day they hope to be able to monitor the red wolves from satellites. In 

addition to these modern ways of monitoring, they still rely on looking for tracks and scat and 

listening for howls (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2006).	
  

Local farmers have mixed feelings about the red wolves being released. Some are 

thankful to have them because they help to control raccoons, nutria, and deer, which damage 

their fields and eat their crops. They also appreciate their beauty and enjoy seeing them in the 

wild. Other farmers think the red wolves are bad for their cattle. Even though red wolves eat 

many deer, they do not eat cattle (Dybas, 2012). In addition many landowners have uneasy 

feelings concerning the red wolves roaming in their neighborhood. They feel they should have 

the right to kill the red wolf if it is causing harm on their property. These landowners stated that 

the wolves were threats to their pets, children and livestock. These feelings led them to dispute 
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the federal regulations that were mandated. The court ruled in favor of the red wolves stating that 

landowners cannot take the life of a red wolf unless it is unintentional or in self-defense (Press, 

2000).	
  

The Alligator River location was partly chosen to be the location of the red wolf refuge 

because the area was free from coyotes. In the 1990’s coyotes also begin to make this location 

their habitat (Dybas, 2012). This has caused problems for the red wolf. One of the main 

problems is mistaken identity. In August of 2012 a temporary rule was introduced to allow 

hunters to shoot coyotes both day and night due to the coyotes rapid increase of numbers and 

their destruction of livestock. With the wolves and the coyotes looking very similar (a coyote is 

about four inches shorter and weighs about half as much as an adult red wolf) it is believed this 

law has caused the death of several red wolves. After the death of the fifth red wolf, a judge has 

added a temporary injunction that will not allow night time shooting in the five counties 

surrounding the red wolves current location (Hampton, 2012). The safest place for a red wolf 

may be the captive facility located within the Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge (Dybas, 

2012). In an effort to help the public distinguish between coyotes and red wolves, wildlife 

managers have created a red wolf laminated pocket ID card with descriptive information about 

the red wolves as well as a map of their current range. These cards are given out during hunter 

safety classes and are available where hunting licenses are sold (Denton, 2007).	
  

Besides the threat of being hunted on purpose or in a case of being mistaken for a coyote, 

there are other threats to the red wolves in the wild. Being hit by a vehicle could also kill them. 

Hookworms, heartworms and mange are diseases that affect their health and mortality. They 

could also breed with the eastern coyote, resulting in hybrid offspring. The damage to their 
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habitat and enclosures by hurricanes has not caused many deaths, but has threatened their 

security (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2006).	
  

The year 2012 marked the anniversary of the twenty-fifth year that the red wolves were 

reintroduced into northeastern North Carolina. Although as noted above there have been several 

setbacks, the wolves have been able to survive. At this time there are approximately a little over 

100 wolves in the wild while there are about 192 located in breeding facilities. One of the 

recovery goals of the Red Wolf Recovery Program is to maintain the genetics of the current red 

wolf by having at least thirty captive breeding facilities throughout the United States. In addition, 

they would like to continue to retain approximately eighty-five percent of the red wolf genetics 

for one hundred and fifty years. Lastly they would like to increase their wild population to about 

220 wolves and their captive to around 330 wolves (USFWS RED WOLF RECOVERY 

PROGRAM, 2013).	
  

Endangered means there is still time. What can be done to help the red wolf? We can 

hunt responsibly and drive safely. We can learn about wildlife and how to enjoy and protect wild 

animals. We can also support the Red Wolf Recovery Program, Red Wolf Coalition, and other 

cooperating facilities (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2006).	
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Connecting to Power 

 
 
 

Power is strength and physical might. Power is the ability to overcome obstacles 

and continue to survive. Being tough is being powerful. 

Someone or something that is powerful is able have a great influence on others. 

Francis Bacon said, “Knowledge is power.” The more we know, the more power we can 

have to influence others. To have power is to inspire others to do the right thing. 

Through the eyes of many people the wolf is looked at as a dangerous animal. 

Looking at the books The Three Little Pigs, Little Red Riding Hood and even the 

Twilight series, the wolf is portrayed as a powerful animal. The wolf is an animal that 

could take on the world and survive. Although the red wolf is endangered and may 

seem weak, it has been able to survive regardless of the circumstances. 

The red wolves have not been able to survive the odds alone. With the power of 

influence, the Red Wolf Coalition has been able to make this happen. They have been 

able to keep red wolves in captivity and in the wild to ensure that this breed of wolves 

continue to sustain. The Red Wolf Coalition has had the power to influence others to 

support their efforts. 

Since the Red Wolf Coalition has began, their efforts to save the red wolf have 

had complete power over the animal. The wolves that are held in captivity are held 

hostage for their benefit. Those wolves lose the power to live freely. All the other wolves 
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are located on the refuge outside of captivity, but are monitored with tracking collars 

from the time they are pups. 

The more knowledge we have about the red wolves, the more power we will 

have to help preserve the species. In recent months many wolves have been shot in 

what is believed to be mistaken identity. It is essential that the public receive knowledge 

about the red wolf. The red wolf is similar to the coyote in both shape and size, yet there 

are some differences. If the public were more knowledgeable of this difference, perhaps 

the death toll of the already endangered species would decrease. 
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TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION 

 
The red wolves, although endangered and protected, continue to lose their lives. 

During the 2013 AIG camp, the students will explore the red wolves, while discovering 

why they are endangered. Throughout their discovery of the red wolves, they will learn 

about the protection services of the red wolf, specifically the Alligator River Refuge. This 

will lead them to discover about the many deaths of the red wolves in this area. The 

students will use these discoveries to educate others about the red wolves in a final 

product, which will be shared with Kim Wheeler, executive director of the Red Wolf 

Coalition. 

The students will begin the week by being introduced to the website we have 

created for the students. In this website, the students will be able to explore all the 

materials we used each day. This website will be located at 

http://redwolfaig.weebly.com/. We feel that it is important that the students have this 

website both at camp and at home with all the information and links for the week in one 

place. 

Since the students in Pitt County Schools’ AIG program already have Edmodo 

accounts, we decided that this would be a great tool to use throughout the week. 

Edmodo will be used to take polls and to reflect on each day. Edmodo is a tool that can 

be used to collaborate with students beyond the classroom. Through Edmodo you can 

give badges. Edmodo allows the students to receive badges from their teacher when 

they respond to questions appropriately based on the rubric. As part of the 
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communication with the students for the week we will be giving out Red Wolf badges to 

the students for their responses on Edmodo and their contributions to the Red Wolf 

website. 

The students will begin the week by sharing what they already know about the 

red wolf. They will completing a KWL chart that will be created using a Google form. 

The link to this form will be located in Edmodo (to keep it private from the world wide 

web) and it will allow anyone with the link to participate. The students will also use a 

Google form when are responding to their wolf story. 

Since part of the red wolf unit is to teach content, we want the students to be as 

engaged as possible during the teaching part. Smart notebook allows you to keep the 

students engaged while presenting facts. The students will begin the week by 

responding to questions using Senteos with the SmartBoard so their answers will be 

anonymous. Students will also be able to watch PowerPoint presentations and online 

videos on the SmartBoard. In addition, Prezi is a presentation tool that is located on the 

Internet. With Prezi, videos can be seamlessly integrated. We will also use Prezi while 

presenting information to give the students a variety of presentation techniques. 

Skype, an online communication that allows you to communicate through video 

conferencing, will be used so we can communicate with guest speaker Kim Wheeler 

from Red Wolf Coalition. Kim Wheeler will be able to share about the red wolves located 

at the Alligator River with the students. In addition, this will allow the students to able to 

communicate with a primary source. 
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Finally, the students will use the knowledge they have gained to complete a final 

project. They will use Photo Booth and iMovie to create a short public service 

announcement concerning the deaths of the red wolves in Columbia, North Carolina. 

This public service announcement will become part of a red wolf webpage they are 

helping to create using Weebly. This webpage will include information regarding the red 

wolves including why they are endangered. Also, as part of their webpage, the students 

will make a recommendation to the red wolf coalition on possible new locations to locate 

red wolves. 

	
   	
  



The Big Bad Wolves of North Carolina 
April Benton and Nancy Rountree 

 
	
   	
   	
  
	
  
	
  

	
   16	
  

	
  
	
  

	
   	
  

Content Outline 



The Big Bad Wolves of North Carolina 
April Benton and Nancy Rountree 

 
	
   	
   	
  
	
  
	
  

	
   17	
  

Red Wolves Content Outline 

 

I. Description 

A. Coat: brownish, orange, cinnamon color that may include gray and black 

B. Tail: bushy, about 16 inches long 
 
C. Length: 3.5 - 4 feet long 

 
D. Height: 2 feet tall 

 
E. Weight: 35 - 60 pounds 

 
F. Females are smaller than males 

 
II. Diet 

A. Animals such as rodents, rabbits, raccoons, beavers, and deer 
 

B. Dead animals 
 

C. Garbage 
 

D. Insects 
 

E. Grass and fruit 
 
III. Habitat 

A. Wetlands 
 

B. Forests 
 

C. Agricultural Lands 
 
IV. Life cycle 

A. Mating 
 

1. Mate for life 
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2. Mating season: late winter 
 

3. Gestation: 2 months 
 

B. Offspring 
 

1. Pups nurse until they eat solid foods 
 

2. Parents may chew their food up for them at first. 
 

3. Other wolves in the pack help care for the pups 
 

4. Pups start traveling with the pack when they are 3 - 5 months old 
 

C. Lifespan can be up to 20 years 
 

V. Background on being endangered/extinct 
 

A. Red wolves were endangered in the 1970’s 
 

1. Less than 100 animals were left 
 
2. They were located in a small area of coastal Louisiana and Texas 
 

B. Red wolves officially considered extinct in the 1980’s 
 

1. Causes 
 

a. Aggressive predator control programs 
 
b. Clearing of habitats 
 
c. Farmers protecting their farmland 
 

2. To be considered “recovered” 
 

a. Need 220 animals spread over 3 wild populations 
 
b. Need 330 animals in captivity 

 
VI. Red Wolf Recovery Program 
 

A. Started in the 1970’s 
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B. 14 Red wolves chosen to be part of the program from only 17 identified 
animals 
 
C. Overall goals 
 

1. Conserve the genetics of the Red wolves 
 

a. Having at least 30 captive breeding facilities in the U.S. 
 

b. Continue to retain 85% of the Red wolf genetics for 150 years 
 

2. Release Red wolves back into the wild 
 

D. 4 Red wolf pairs released  
 

1. Year: 1987 
 
2. Place: Alligator River National Refuge, NC 
 
3. First time an officially extinct species was restored back to the wild 
 

E. Monitoring 
 

1. Tracking collars are put on pups when they are 8-10 months old 
 
2. Look for tracks and scat 
 
3. Listen for howls  
 
4. Future: monitor from satellites 
 

VII. Possible problems for the Red Wolves 
 

A. Farmers are scared they will be bad for their cattle. 
 
B. Landowners think they should have the right to kill a Red wolf if it is damaging 
their property and they think Red wolves are a threat to pets, children, and 
livestock. 
 
C. Vehicles: being hit on trails and roads 
 
D. Coyotes 
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1. Mistaken Identity: being shot because they look like coyotes 
 

a. Height:  four inches shorter than a Red wolf 
 
b. Weight: half of the weight of the Red wolf 
 

2. Interbreeding: losing the Red wolf genetics 
 

E. Threats in the wild 
 

1. Diseases 
 

a. Hookworms 
 
b. Heartworms 
 
c. Mange 
 

2. Habitat damage/loss from 
 

a. Hurricanes 
 
b. Humans 

 
VIII. Red wolf Organizations 

 
A. Red Wolf Species Survival Plan (SSP): manages red wolves at zoos and 
nature centers in the U.S. 

 
B. Red Wolf Coalition (RWC): promotes public involvement in red wolf 
conservation 

 
C. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS): their Red Wolf Recovery program 
monitors the wild red wolf population. 
 

IX. Stakeholders in red wolf recovery 
 
 A. Hunter: worried red wolves will deplete the supply of game 
 
 B. Red wolf biologist: concerned about red wolves breeding with coyotes 
 
 C. Farmer: concerned about red wolves killing their cattle 
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 D. Resort owner: concerned about public safety 
 
 E. Animal rights activist: animals have as much right to live as humans do 
 
 F. Local resident: worry that endangered species means property restrictions 
 
 G. Visitor hiker camper: want to experience read wolves in nature 
 
 H. The red wolf: have to kill to live, but will not eliminate our food source 
 

I. Environmentalist naturalist: believe the red wolves play an important role as a 
top predator 
 
J. Wildlife management officials: believes everyone needs to compromise 
 

X. How to help 
 

A. Learn about red wolves and teach others 
 

1. Education is important to understanding the misunderstood red wolves. 
 

2. The more we know, the better equipped we will be to change the 
attitudes of others. 

 
B. Get involved by supporting the work of red wolf organizations 

 
C. Ask others to support wildlife conservation 

 
1. Elected officials 

 
2. Lawmakers 

 
3. Civic and business organizations 

 
D. Protect natural areas so there will be wild lands for wildlife 

 
E. Reduce your carbon footprint to reduce climate change 

 
F. Hunt responsibly to reduce accidental deaths of red wolves 

 
G. Drive safely: look out for wildlife on or near roads and trails 
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Day 1: 
The Big Bad Wolf of  
North Carolina? 
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LESSON #1: The Big Bad Wolf of North Carolina? 
 
I. DEFINE OBJECTIVES AND CONTENT 

LESSON 
OBJECTIVE 

 
Students will evaluate the affects of fairy tales/folk tales on the 
views of the red wolves? 
 

POINT TO 
PONDER 

Fairy tales distort the images of animals to make their stories more 
interesting.  

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION 

Why have we given wolves the reputation of being big and bad? 
 

CONTENT 
Outline the content 
you will teach in 
this lesson. 

I. Description of red wolves 

A. Coat: brownish, orange, cinnamon color that may include 
gray and black 

B. Tail: bushy, about 16 inches long 
 
C. Length: 3.5 - 4 feet long 

 
D. Height: 2 feet tall 

 
E. Weight: 35 - 60 pounds 

 
F. Females are smaller than males 

 
II. Diet 

A. Animals such as rodents, rabbits, raccoons, beavers, 
and deer 

 
B. Dead animals 

 
C. Garbage 

 
D. Insects 

 
E. Grass and fruit 

 
III. Habitat 

A. Wetlands 
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B. Forests 
 

C. Agricultural Lands 
 
IV. Life cycle 

A. Mating 
 

1. Mate for life 
 

2. Mating season: late winter 
 

3. Gestation: 2 months 
 

B. Offspring 
 

1. Pups nurse until they eat solid foods 
 

2. Parents may chew their food up for them at first. 
 

3. Other wolves in the pack help care for the pups 
 

4. Pups start traveling with the pack when they are 3 
- 5 months old 

 
C. Lifespan can be up to 20 years 
 

V. Background on being endangered/extinct 
 

A. Red wolves were endangered in the 1970’s 
 

1. Less than 100 animals were left 
 
2. They were located in a small area of coastal 
Louisiana and Texas 
 

B. Red wolves officially considered extinct in the 1980’s 
 

1. Causes 
 

a. Aggressive predator control programs 
 
b. Clearing of habitats 
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c. Farmers protecting their farmland 
 

2. To be considered “recovered” 
 

a. Need 220 animals spread over 3 wild 
populations 
 
b. Need 330 animals in captivity 

 
VI. Red Wolf Recovery Program 
 

A. Started in the 1970’s 
 
B. 14 Red wolves chosen to be part of the program from 
only 17 identified animals 
 
C. Overall goals 
 

1. Conserve the genetics of the Red wolves 
 

a. Having at least 30 captive breeding facilities 
in the U.S. 

 
b. Continue to retain 85% of the Red wolf 
genetics for 150 years 
 

2. Release Red wolves back into the wild 
 

D. 4 Red wolf pairs released  
 

1. Year: 1987 
 
2. Place: Alligator River National Refuge, NC 
 
3. First time an officially extinct species was restored 
back to the wild 
 

E. Monitoring 
 

1. Tracking collars are put on pups when they are 8-
10 months old 
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2. Look for tracks and scat 
 
3. Listen for howls  
 
4. Future: monitor from satellites 
 

VII. Possible problems for the Red Wolves 
 

A. Farmers are scared they will be bad for their cattle. 
 
B. Landowners think they should have the right to kill a Red 
wolf if it is damaging their property and they think Red 
wolves are a threat to pets, children, and livestock. 
 
C. Vehicles: being hit on trails and roads 
 
D. Coyotes 
 

1. Mistaken Identity: being shot because they look 
like coyotes 
 

a. Height:  four inches shorter than a Red wolf 
 
b. Weight: half of the weight of the Red wolf 
 

2. Interbreeding: losing the Red wolf genetics 
 

E. Threats in the wild 
 

1. Diseases 
 

a. Hookworms 
 
b. Heartworms 
 
c. Mange 
 

2. Habitat damage/loss from 
 

a. Hurricanes 
 
b. Humans 
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II. PLANNING: KNOW / UNDERSTAND / DO 

What 3 items are 
worth knowing? 
(Think about the 
content you have 
selected. What is 
important for 
students to 
KNOW?) 

After the lesson,  
 
Students will KNOW that wolves represented in books and movies 
are misrepresented. 
 
Students will KNOW the characteristics of the red wolf:  
 
Students will KNOW that the red wolves are endangered animals 
that face many obstacles. 
 

What are the 
enduring 
understandings 
that students 
should take away 
from the lesson? 
(Define the BIG 
Ideas.) 

 
After the lesson, 
 
Students will UNDERSTAND that the wolves portrayed in fairy 
tales and/or books they have read often misrepresent the wolf. 
 
Students will UNDERSTAND that there are many possible 
reasons for the red wolves’ endangerment. 
 
Students will UNDERSTAND the true characteristics of the red 
wolves. 
 

What 3 items are 
important for 
students to be able 
to DO? 
(Define what 
students should be 
able to DO as a 
result of your 
lesson.) 

After the lesson, 
 
Students should be able to compare and contrast the 
characteristics of fictional wolves to real wolves. 
 
Students should be able to discriminate that the characteristics of 
fictional wolves in most stories differ from the characteristics of 
real wolves.. 
 
Students should be able to analyze the possible effects that the 
fictional wolves may have had on the real wolves. 
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III. PLANNING 
HOOK 
Describe how you 
will grab students’ 
attention at the 
beginning of the 
lesson. Be 
CREATIVE. 

TIME: 5 minutes 
The students will look through the contents of the Red Wolf 
Discovery Box that we are borrowing from the Red Wolf Coalition. 
We will be playing an audio CD of wolf howls while the students 
experience first-hand the warm, protective pelt of a wild canid(wolf 
and/or coyote), wolf and coyote skulls that show the powerful jaws 
and teeth, track casts, a VHF radio tracking collar, various books 
about red wolves and conservation, and copies of a special red 
wolf issue of International Wolf magazine.  
Students will predict what they will be learning about this week 
based on the materials available. 
 

INSTRUCTION 
Explain Step-by-
step what you will 
do in this lesson. 
Include ALL 
support and 
teaching materials 
with your unit. 

TIME: 60 minutes 
 
1. Ask students myth questions about the Red Wolves: the 
students will respond to using the Senteos. (5 minutes) 
 
2.  Have students log into their Edmodo accounts and join the AIG 
Camp Red Wolf Group (join code: 1k5wo9). (5 minutes) 
 
3. Students complete a KWL chart using Google forms on Edmodo. 
(5 minutes) 
 
4. Using Prezi, present to the students common words or phrases 
derived by the wolf. Students will share and discuss what they think 
the words mean. (5 minutes) 
 
5. Discuss how fairy tales and stories have given the public a 
negative view of the wolf population. Share several common books 
in which the wolf population is considered a threat to other animals. 
(5 minutes)  Images from books and movies will be presented using 
Prezi.  
 
6. Each pair of students will read a short story/folktale. The 
students will fill out a Google form about phrases or words to 
describe the wolf, and answer the questions: 
What actions did the wolf take in the story? 
What actions do other characters in the story do? 
How was the wolf portrayed? 
The answers will be displayed on SmartBoard and students will 
share and discuss the characteristics from their folktales. (15 
minutes)  
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7. Discuss with students how children’s books and stories have the 
power to influence others on unrealistic characteristics of wolves. 
 
8. Present the real Red Wolves (characteristics, diet) using Prezi. 
(5 min) 
 
9. Predator/Prey Game (15 minutes) 
 

ASSESSMENT 
(Performance 
Task) What will 
the students DO 
to demonstrate 
that they have 
mastered the 
content? Be 
specific and 
include actual 
assessment with 
unit materials. 

TIME: 5 minutes 
 
Students will reflect using Edmodo: 
How have fairy tales/folk tales affected the views of the wolves?  
 
In your opinion has their endangerment been affected by these 
works of literature? Why or why not? 
 
To receive a Fairy Tale Badge, the students must answer the 
questions with at least three reasons that support how fairy tales 
have affected the views of wolves.   
 
To receive the endangerment badge the students must list two 
reasons why wolves have or have not been affected by works of 
literature. 

 
DOES THE ASSESSMENT ALLOW YOU TO DETERMINE WHETHER OR NOT THE 
STUDENTS HAVE MET YOUR STATED LESSON OBJECTIVE?  YES OR NO 
 
ASSESSMENT AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 
Insert ALL materials here including Assessments and Instructional Materials. 
Explicitly LIST any additional files for this lesson. Be sure that ALL materials have been 
submitted for this lesson. 
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March 15, 2013

Wolves 

Grade: AIG CAMP
Subject:Science

Date: July 7, 2013

1 Red Wolves may attack small children and people.

True  

False  

2 Red Wolves eat fast-as the expression "wolfing it down" implies.

True  

False  
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March 15, 2013

3 Wolves howl at the moon.

True  

False  

4 Wild wolves are often injured by prey animals.
Catching food is a tough job.

True  

False  

5 Wolves will defend their territories, often fiercely, especially when food 
is scarce. They may harass and/or kill other wolves that trespass.

True  

False  
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Wolf Words Prezi Link 
 
http://prezi.com/s0eubwk-wdht/wolfish-
words/?auth_key=9a472e2ca07b6893d285984123c2563d1a6670aa&kw=view-
s0eubwk-wdht&rc=ref-1911431	
  
	
  
Wolf Characteristics Presentation	
  
http://prezi.com/zpncgbjh4jxc/edit/?auth_key=ggqz0v9&follow=y1b6pnty10nx&k
w=edit-zpncgbjh4jxc&rc=ref-1911431 
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Wolves in Stories Prezi 
http://prezi.com/k7aanhom8tin/present/?auth_key=3dnvp2m&follow=y1b6pnty1
0nx 
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Deer Me 
How does a population of predators affect a 

population of prey? 
 
Directions: 

1.  Determine the size of your forest.  Using your table works well but the space 
can be defined using masking tape, if necessary. 

 
2.  Distribute 3 deer in the forest by tossing 3 deer cards on your “forest”. 

 
3.  Toss one gray wolf card in an effort to catch a deer. (At this point in the activity 

there is no way that the gray wolf can catch the 3 deer that it needs to survive 
and reproduce. The gray wolf is not allowed to skid across the table and the 
deer should be dispersed, or spread, out in the forest.) 

 
4.  Complete the data table on your worksheet for generation #1. The gray wolf 

will starve and there will be no surviving gray wolf or new baby wolves. 
 

5.  At the beginning of generation #2, double the deer left at the end of 
generation #1 by tossing three new deer cards into your forest. A new gray 
wolf immigrates into the forest and is interacting with the deer by being tossed 
on the table to try to capture the dispersed deer. 

 
6.  Eventually the deer population increases to a level that allows the wolf to catch 

3 deer in a single toss. If the wolf catches 3 deer, it not only survives but it 
reproduces, too. It has one baby wolf for each 3 deer that it catches. 
Therefore, if it catches 6 deer, it will have 2 babies. Wolves are not allowed to 
cheat, but they should try to be efficient. (Stupid wolves result in an 
overabundance of deer.) 

 
7.  As the number of wolves increases, throw each wolf card once for each wolf. 

Record the number of deer caught by each wolf. The simulation is more 
realistic if the number of new baby wolves is based on each wolf’s catch rather 
than merely the total number of deer caught in a generation. 

 
8.  There are always at least 3 deer at the beginning of a generation. If, and when, 

the entire deer population is wiped out, then new deer immigrate into the forest. 
 

9.  Remember that the number of deer in the forest needs to be correct at all 
times. Remove the deer caught and add new ones as indicated by the data 
table. 
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10. Model sixteen generations and predict nine more for a total of 25 generations. 

Base your predictions on the pattern observed during the first sixteen 
generations.  Each person should make his or her own predictions without the 
help of their group members. 
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Day 2: 
Who do we call? 
 



The Big Bad Wolves of North Carolina 
April Benton and Nancy Rountree 

 
	
   	
   	
  
	
  
	
  

	
   48	
  

LESSON #2: Who do we call? 
 
I. DEFINE OBJECTIVES AND CONTENT 

LESSON 
OBJECTIVE 

The students will be able to identify organizations that are 
protecting the red wolf population and ways we can make a 
difference in the red wolf population.  
 

POINT TO 
PONDER 

Red Wolf volunteers are greatly rewarded for their time. 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION 

How can educating the public about the red wolf help protect 
them? 
 

CONTENT 
Outline the content 
you will teach in 
this lesson. 

VII. Possible problems for the Red Wolves 
 

A. Farmers are scared they will be bad for their cattle. 
 
B. Landowners think they should have the right to kill a Red 
wolf if it is damaging their property and they think Red 
wolves are a threat to pets, children, and livestock. 
 
C. Vehicles: being hit on trails and roads 
 
D. Coyotes 
 

1. Mistaken Identity: being shot because they look 
like coyotes 

 
a. Height:  four inches shorter than a Red wolf 
 
b. Weight: half of the weight of the Red wolf 
 

2. Interbreeding: losing the Red wolf genetics 
 

E. Threats in the wild 
 

1. Diseases 
 

a. Hookworms 
 
b. Heartworms 
 
c. Mange 
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2. Habitat damage/loss from 
 

a. Hurricanes 
 
b. Humans 

 
VIII. How to help 
 

A. Learn about red wolves and teach others 
 

1. Education is important to understanding the 
misunderstood red wolves. 

 
2. The more we know, the better equipped we will be 
to change the attitudes of others. 

 
B. Get involved by supporting the work of red wolf 

organizations 
 

1. Red Wolf Species Survival Plan (SSP): manages 
red wolves at zoos and nature centers in the U.S. 

 
2. Red Wolf Coalition (RWC): promotes public 
involvement in red wolf conservation 

 
3. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS): their Red 
Wolf Recovery program monitors the wild red wolf 
population. 

 
C. Ask others to support wildlife conservation 

 
1. Elected officials 

 
2. Lawmakers 

 
3. Civic and business organizations 

 
D. Protect natural areas so there will be wild lands for 
wildlife 

 
E. Reduce your carbon footprint to reduce climate change 

 
F. Hunt responsibly to reduce accidental deaths of red 
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wolves 
 

G. Drive safely: look out for wildlife on or near roads and 
trails 

 
 
II. PLANNING: KNOW / UNDERSTAND / DO 

What 3 items are 
worth knowing? 
(Think about the 
content you have 
selected. What is 
important for 
students to 
KNOW?) 

After the lesson,  
 
Students will KNOW about the different organizations that help 
protect the red wolves.  
 
Students will KNOW that Kim Wheeler is the executive director of 
the Red Wolf Coalition and the endeavors she has taken to ensure 
the population continues to thrive. 
 
Students will KNOW that the public can help save the red wolf 
population by educating others. 
 

What are the 
enduring 
understandings 
that students 
should take away 
from the lesson? 
(Define the BIG 
Ideas.) 

After the lesson, 
 
Students will UNDERSTAND that there are many organizations 
committed to the red wolves survival. 
 
Students will UNDERSTAND that the Red Wolf Coalition has both 
red wolves that live in the wild and captive near the Alligator River. 
 
Students will UNDERSTAND that they can help better educate the 
public about the red wolves. 
 

What 3 items are 
important for 
students to be able 
to DO? 
(Define what 
students should be 
able to DO as a 
result of your 
lesson.) 

After the lesson, 
 
Students should be able to locate the Alligator River using Google 
Maps. 
 
Students should be able to create a draft version of their public 
service announcement about the deaths of the red wolves in 
Columbia, NC. 
 
Students should be able to identify the various organizations that 
support red wolves. 
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III. PLANNING 
HOOK 
Describe how you 
will grab students’ 
attention at the 
beginning of the 
lesson. Be 
CREATIVE. 

TIME: 5 minutes	
  
Red Wolf Video Clip: http://vimeo.com/40360924	
  
(Tricky Business: Endangered Red wolf threatened by rule) 
Students will discuss that North Carolina now allows coyotes to be 
hunted at night.  In your opinion will this hurt or help the wolf 
population? 
 

INSTRUCTION 
Explain Step-by-
step what you will 
do in this lesson. 
Include ALL 
support and 
teaching materials 
with your unit. 

TIME: 55 minutes 
 
1.. Display a red wolf and coyote picture on the smart board and 
have the students use compare and contrast the coyote with the 
red wolf.   
 
2. Discuss with the students using PowerPoint the various types of 
organizations that help protect the red wolves.  
 
3. Locate the Alligator River using Google Maps. (1-3 10 minutes) 
 
4. Skype session with Kim Wheeler. Kim will share about the red 
wolves and how her organization helps to protect the red wolves. 
She will also share about the recent deaths of wolves in Columbia, 
NC. (25 minutes) 
 
5. Allow students time to ask Kim Wheeler questions about her 
organization and the deaths of wolves. (10 minutes)   
 
6. At the conclusion of the Skype session with Kim Wheeler, 
discuss how powerful volunteers are within the Red Wolf 
Community. 
 
7. Students will debate the different roles of stakeholders in a 
community near the red wolves and how they are affected. (10 
minutes)	
  
 

ASSESSMENT 
(Performance 
Task) What will 
the students DO 
to demonstrate 
that they have 
mastered the 

TIME: 10 minutes 
The students will respond to the question through Edmodo: 
How can you make a difference in the red wolf population? 
 
The students must list three ways they can make the 
difference in the red wolf population in order to receive 
volunteer badge. 
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content? Be 
specific and 
include actual 
assessment with 
unit materials. 

 
 

 
DOES THE ASSESSMENT ALLOW YOU TO DETERMINE WHETHER OR NOT THE 
STUDENTS HAVE MET YOUR STATED LESSON OBJECTIVE?  YES OR NO 
 
ASSESSMENT AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 
Insert ALL materials here including Assessments and Instructional Materials. 
Explicitly LIST any additional files for this lesson. Be sure that ALL materials have been 
submitted for this lesson. 
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Link to comparison excel document: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/ccc?key=0ApK55WNYJ-
lcdDVXRm9HY21rSUQ0eGV6bHQwV1VXR3c&usp=sharing 
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Day 3:  
What about me? 
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LESSON #3: What about me? 
 
I. DEFINE OBJECTIVES AND CONTENT 

LESSON 
OBJECTIVE 

The students will work with a partner to plan a PSA that will 
influence others to protect the red wolves. 
 

POINT TO 
PONDER 

Allowing people to kill coyotes at night is destroying the red wolf 
population because of mistaken identity. 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION 

As humans, what can we do to help the red wolf population 
continue to thrive? 
 

CONTENT 
Outline the content 
you will teach in 
this lesson. 

VIII. Red wolf Organizations 
 

A. Red Wolf Species Survival Plan (SSP): manages red 
wolves at zoos and nature centers in the U.S. 

 
B. Red Wolf Coalition (RWC): promotes public involvement 
in red wolf conservation 

 
C. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS): their Red Wolf 
Recovery program monitors the wild red wolf population. 
 

IX. Stakeholders in red wolf recovery 
 

 A. Hunter: worried red wolves will deplete the supply of 
game 

 
 B. Red wolf biologist: concerned about red wolves breeding 
with coyotes 
 

 C. Farmer: concerned about re wolves killing their cattle 
 
 D. Resort owner: concerned about public safety 
 
 E. Animal rights activist: animals have as much right to live 

as humans do 
 
 F. Local resident: worry that endangered species means 

property restrictions 
 

 G. Visitor hiker camper: want to experience read wolves in 
nature 
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 H. The red wolf: have to kill to live, but will not eliminate our 
food source 

 
I. Environmentalist naturalist: believe the red wolves play an 
important role as a top predator 
 
J. Wildlife management officials: believes everyone needs to 
compromise 

 
  
 
II. PLANNING: KNOW / UNDERSTAND / DO 

What 3 items are 
worth knowing? 
(Think about the 
content you have 
selected. What is 
important for 
students to 
KNOW?) 

After the lesson, 
 
Students will KNOW that public service announcements are used 
to create awareness or change peoples opinions about an issue. 
 
Students will KNOW that the red wolves impact many groups of 
people and animals. 
 
Students will KNOW that iMovie can be used to create movies 
using video, pictures, and recorded voice. 
 

What are the 
enduring 
understandings 
that students 
should take away 
from the lesson? 
(Define the BIG 
Ideas.) 

After the lesson, 
 
Students will UNDERSTAND that a public service announcement 
can impact millions of people. 
 
Students will UNDERSTAND that all stakeholders in the red wolf 
population should be able to voice their opinion. 
 
Students will UNDERSTAND how to use iMovie to create and edit 
a short public service announcement. 
 

What 3 items are 
important for 
students to be able 
to DO? 
(Define what 
students should be 
able to DO as a 
result of your 

After the lesson, 
 
Students should be able to organize their ideas into a public 
service announcement about the red wolves to sway others of 
their opinion. 
 
Students should be able to debate the different roles of the red 
wolf community. 
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lesson.)  
Students should be able to create short movies using iMovie such 
as their public service announcement. 
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III. PLANNING 
HOOK 
Describe how you 
will grab students’ 
attention at the 
beginning of the 
lesson. Be 
CREATIVE. 

TIME: 5 minutes 
	
  
Public service announcement video(s):	
  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mSQU1cRdZjE 2:14 min	
  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMwRSbK5uuo 1:53 min 
	
  
After watching the video, discuss with the students the pros and 
cons of these videos. Do they grab your attention? Are they 
informative?  

INSTRUCTION 
Explain Step-by-
step what you will 
do in this lesson. 
Include ALL 
support and 
teaching materials 
with your unit. 

TIME: 35 minutes 
 
1. Share the iMovie we created with our public service 
announcement about the red wolves. 	
  
 
2. Students will work with a partner to create a rough draft of their 
PSA about red wolves using the attached planning sheets (15 
minutes) 
	
  
3, Instruct students on how to use iMovie. (15 minutes) 
 
4. Students will work with a partner to plan their PSA. The PSA will 
be created using iMovie. 	
  
	
  
5. Play Cat PSA and then discuss the power of a public service 
announcement. (5 minutes) 
 

ASSESSMENT 
(Performance 
Task) What will 
the students DO 
to demonstrate 
that they have 
mastered the 
content? Be 
specific and 
include actual 
assessment with 
unit materials. 

TIME: 30 minutes 
 
Completed draft and planning of the PSA about the red wolves. (25 
minutes) 
 
Edmodo daily question: Do you think public service 
announcements influence the public?  Explain why or why not? 
Include three reasons. (5 minutes) 
 
Students will receive a PSA badge if they have at least three 
reasons to support their answer on public service announcements 
influencing the public. 

 
DOES THE ASSESSMENT ALLOW YOU TO DETERMINE WHETHER OR NOT THE 
STUDENTS HAVE MET YOUR STATED LESSON OBJECTIVE?  YES OR NO 
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ASSESSMENT AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 
Insert ALL materials here including Assessments and Instructional Materials. 
Explicitly LIST any additional files for this lesson. Be sure that ALL materials have been 
submitted for this lesson. 
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PSA Planning Sheet 

 
 
Name: 

___________________________________________________ 

Target 

Audience:_________________________________________ 

Your Organization:________________________________________ 

 

Attention Grabbers:_______________________________________ 

 

Goals of your PSA:_______________________________________ 

 

Message:_________________________________________________ 
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Narration Brainstorm: Write your narration.  It should not be longer then 

60 seconds. 
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Outline –This is where you take the Who, What, When, Where, Why, and How 

and decide HOW you are going to organize them to tell your story.  Your story 

should flow in an uninterrupted progression.  Contrast this to a series of short 

unrelated bits of information.  Your story should have an introduction, body of 

information, and a conclusion.  How you present this is called your Treatment of 

the Story.  Describe HOW and in what order you plan to tell your story in the 

script outline below. 

Story Script Outline 

Treatment of the Story 

 

Audio        Video 

I. Introduction 

 

 

 

II. Body of Information 

 

 

 

 

 

III. Conclusion 



The Big Bad Wolves of North Carolina 
April Benton and Nancy Rountree 

 
	
   	
   	
  
	
  
	
  

	
   74	
  

 

 

Public Service Announcement Rubric 

	
   5-4 3-2 
 

1 
 

0 
 

Originality/Creativity	
  
	
  

The	
  PSA	
  reflects	
  an	
  
exceptional	
  degree	
  
of	
  student	
  
creativity	
  &	
  the	
  use	
  
of	
  original	
  ideas	
  
and	
  images.	
  
	
  

The	
  PSA	
  reflects	
  
student	
  creativity	
  &	
  
the	
  use	
  of	
  some	
  
original	
  ideas	
  and	
  
images.	
  

The	
  PSA	
  reflects	
  
some	
  creativity,	
  
but	
  limited	
  
original	
  thinking.	
  

The	
  PSA	
  reflects	
  
a	
  lack	
  of	
  
significant	
  
creativity	
  or	
  
original	
  
thinking.	
  
Unoriginal	
  or	
  
inappropriate	
  
or	
  topics	
  and	
  
images	
  are	
  
included.	
  

Audience	
  Appeal	
   The	
  PSA	
  is	
  
attractive	
  to	
  the	
  
listener	
  &	
  
maintains	
  their	
  
interest	
  from	
  
beginning	
  to	
  end	
  of	
  
the	
  broadcast.	
  

The	
  PSA	
  is	
  catches	
  
listener	
  attention	
  
early,	
  but	
  wanes	
  
before	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  
the	
  PSA	
  broadcast.	
  

The	
  PSA	
  has	
  
moments	
  of	
  
audience	
  appeal,	
  
but	
  it	
  is	
  brief.	
  

The	
  PSA	
  has	
  no	
  
audience	
  appeal	
  
&	
  listeners	
  
mostly	
  ignore	
  
the	
  broadcast	
  
segment.	
  

Script	
   Written with clarity 
and appropriate 
information. 

Script written with 
clarity with few or 
little gaps. 
 

Script not detailed 
enough. 
 

Rough outline 
present, but no 
detailed script. 

Timing	
   The	
  PSA	
  length	
  is	
  
between	
  within	
  1	
  
second	
  of	
  30,	
  45	
  or	
  
60	
  seconds-­‐-­‐	
  
Exclusive	
  of	
  credits	
  
w/	
  names	
  at	
  the	
  
end.	
  

The	
  PSA	
  is	
  between	
  
1-­‐2	
  seconds	
  of	
  the	
  
requirement.	
  

The	
  PSA	
  is	
  
between	
  2-­‐5	
  
seconds	
  of	
  the	
  
requirement.	
  

The	
  PSA	
  is	
  more	
  
than	
  5	
  seconds	
  
off	
  the	
  
requirement.	
  

Social	
  Benefit	
   The ideas shown 
have an application 
to the lives of the 
targeted audience. 
The PSA is one that 
will motivate change 
to improve the 
targeted audience's 
community in some 
meaningful way. 

Ideas	
  shown	
  have	
  
an	
  application	
  to	
  
the	
  targeted	
  
audience	
  and	
  are	
  
likely	
  to	
  motivate	
  
change	
  in	
  a	
  
meaningful	
  way.	
  

Ideas	
  shown	
  
have	
  little	
  
application	
  to	
  the	
  
lives	
  of	
  the	
  
targeted	
  
audience	
  

Ideas	
  shown	
  
have	
  no	
  
application	
  to	
  
the	
  targeted	
  
audience.	
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Tag	
  Line	
   The message is clear 
and concise. A 
single thought or 
phrase within the 
PSA summarizes the 
entire message. 

Tag	
  line	
  is	
  evident;	
  
there	
  is	
  some	
  
continuity	
  and	
  flow.	
  

Tag	
  line	
  is	
  
present	
  but	
  is	
  
incomplete	
  or	
  
weak	
  

No	
  evidence	
  of	
  a	
  
tag	
  line	
  

Facts/Statistics	
   The message is 
based on factually 
accurate and 
verifiable 
information. 
Opinion or bias 
expressed is based in 
and supported by 
fact. Source 
information has been 
verified 
and documented in 
script package and in 
the credits at the  
end of PSA. 

Message	
  is	
  based	
  
on	
  factually	
  
accurate	
  
information	
  but	
  
opinion	
  and	
  bias	
  
are	
  not	
  supported	
  
by	
  fact.	
  
Source	
  information	
  
has	
  been	
  verified	
  
and	
  documented	
  in	
  
script	
  package	
  and	
  
in	
  the	
  credits	
  at	
  the	
  
end	
  of	
  PSA.	
  

Message	
  is	
  based	
  
on	
  factually	
  
accurate	
  
information	
  but	
  
has	
  not	
  been	
  
verified	
  or	
  
documented.	
  

Message	
  is	
  not	
  
based	
  on	
  
factually	
  
accurate	
  
information	
  and	
  
there	
  is	
  no	
  
documentation.	
  

Sound-­‐Music	
  (if	
  used)	
   There	
  is	
  no	
  
background	
  music	
  
used.	
  	
  If	
  there	
  is	
  
background	
  music,	
  
the	
  sound	
  or	
  voices	
  
which	
  clearly	
  
enhances	
  the	
  PSA’s	
  
appeal.	
  	
  The	
  songs	
  
are	
  royalty	
  free	
  and	
  
documented	
  in	
  the	
  
script	
  and	
  in	
  the	
  
PSA	
  or	
  are	
  
composed	
  by	
  this	
  
group.	
  

If	
  there	
  is	
  
background	
  sounds,	
  
the	
  sounds	
  	
  
somewhat	
  enhance	
  
the	
  PSA’s	
  appeal.	
  
The	
  songs	
  do	
  not	
  	
  
infringe	
  on	
  
copyright	
  laws.	
  

.	
  If	
  there	
  is	
  
background	
  
sounds,	
  the	
  
sounds	
  	
  
somewhat	
  
enhance	
  the	
  
PSA’s	
  appeal.	
  The	
  
songs	
  may	
  
infringe	
  on	
  
copyright	
  laws.	
  

There	
  is	
  some	
  
background	
  
sound;	
  
however,	
  it	
  does	
  
little	
  to	
  enhance	
  
the	
  PSA	
  appeal.	
  
The	
  songs	
  
infringe	
  on	
  
copyright	
  laws.	
  

Credits	
  and	
  Follow-­‐
up	
  

Credits and Follow-
up information are 
provided to direct 
the intended 
audience to local or 
national advocacy 
groups 

Credits	
  and	
  Follow	
  
up	
  information	
  are	
  
provided	
  but	
  is	
  
limited.	
  

	
  
	
  

No	
  Credits	
  or	
  
Follow	
  up	
  
information	
  is	
  
provided	
  or	
  it’s	
  
inaccurate.	
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Day 4:  
How can we help?  
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LESSON #4: How can we help? 
 
I. DEFINE OBJECTIVES AND CONTENT 

LESSON 
OBJECTIVE 

The students will be able to create a Public Service 
Announcement using iMovie. 
 

POINT TO 
PONDER 

Humans have created the extinction of animals. 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION 

How can we influence others to protect the Red Wolves? 
 

CONTENT 
Outline the content 
you will teach in 
this lesson. 

VIII. How to help 
 

A. Learn about red wolves and teach others 
 

1. Education is important to understanding the 
misunderstood red wolves. 

 
2. The more we know, the better equipped we will be to 
change the attitudes of others. 

 
B. Get involved by supporting the work of red wolf 

organizations 
 

1. Red Wolf Species Survival Plan (SSP): manages red 
wolves at zoos and nature centers in the U.S. 

 
2. Red Wolf Coalition (RWC): promotes public 
involvement in red wolf conservation 

 
3. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS): their Red 
Wolf Recovery program monitors the wild red wolf 
population. 

 
C. Ask others to support wildlife conservation 

 
1. Elected officials 

 
2. Lawmakers 

 
3. Civic and business organizations 

 
D. Protect natural areas so there will be wild lands for wildlife 

 
E. Reduce your carbon footprint to reduce climate change 

 
F. Hunt responsibly to reduce accidental deaths of red wolves 



The Big Bad Wolves of North Carolina 
April Benton and Nancy Rountree 

 
	
   	
   	
  
	
  
	
  

	
   82	
  

 
G. Drive safely: look out for wildlife on or near roads and trails 

 
 
II. PLANNING: KNOW / UNDERSTAND / DO 

What 3 items are 
worth knowing? 
(Think about the 
content you have 
selected. What is 
important for 
students to 
KNOW?) 

 
After the lesson,  
 
Students will KNOW why the red wolves are endangered. 
 
Students will KNOW that a website can be used to reach millions 
of people. 
 
Students will KNOW that in order to make a difference in the red 
wolf population they will need to take a stand. 
 

What are the 
enduring 
understandings 
that students 
should take away 
from the lesson? 
(Define the BIG 
Ideas.) 

 
After the lesson, 
 
Students will UNDERSTAND that they can help protect the red 
wolves by educating others. 
 
Students will UNDERSTAND that they can create a website to 
reach millions of people about their opinions of the red wolf. 
 
Students will UNDERSTAND why the red wolves are endangered. 
 

What 3 items are 
important for 
students to be able 
to DO? 
(Define what 
students should be 
able to DO as a 
result of your 
lesson.) 

 
After the lesson, 
 
Students should be able to work with a partner to create an 
iMovie. 
 
Students should be able to identify ways to protect the red wolves. 
 
Students should be able to express their opinions concerning red 
wolf endangerment through a PSA that will be added to our Red 
Wolf website. 
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III. PLANNING 
HOOK 
Describe how 
you will grab 
students’ 
attention at the 
beginning of 
the lesson. Be 
CREATIVE. 

TIME: (5 minutes) 
 
Fact Trading Activity.  Students will receive fact swap activity 
sheet below.  They will write down three facts that they have 
learned this week.  Then they will mingle in the class to collect 
facts from other students to complete the paper. 
 

INSTRUCTION 
Explain Step-

by-step what 
you will do in 
this lesson. 
Include ALL 
support and 
teaching 
materials with 
your unit. 

TIME: 1 hour 25 minutes 
 
1. Introduce the students to ways they can help the red wolves 
using the Smart Notebook. (5 minutes) 

 
2 Discuss with the students that the more knowledge we have 
about the red wolves the more power we have to help preserve 
the species. 
 
3. Students will finish their iMovies and share them to be placed 
on the Red Wolf website. (1 hour) 
 
 (4-7 will only be used if time allows) 
 
4. Brainstorm as a class the information we would like to include 
on our website to educate the public about the red wolves and 
how they can help them survive. (5 minutes) 
 
5. Students will be introduced to the basic functions of Weebly. 
 (5 minutes) 
 
6. Each student/pairs will be assigned a focus area that they would 
like to create for the red wolf site (http://redwolfaig.weebly.com) 
that we will be sharing with Kim Wheeler once it is completed. 
(Focus Area: will be a short article like a blog post. 
 
7. Using a rubric the students will create their portion of the 
website. 
 

ASSESSMENT 
(Performance 
Task) What will 
the students 
DO to 

TIME: 10 minutes 
 
Students will receive an iMovie badge for a score of 35 or higher 
on the Public Service Announcement Rubric. (45 is a perfect 
score) 
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demonstrate 
that they have 
mastered the 
content? Be 
specific and 
include actual 
assessment 
with unit 
materials. 

 
Complete last portion of the KWL chart on what they learned 
during the camp. 

 
DOES THE ASSESSMENT ALLOW YOU TO DETERMINE WHETHER OR NOT THE 
STUDENTS HAVE MET YOUR STATED LESSON OBJECTIVE?  YES OR NO 
 
ASSESSMENT AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 
Insert ALL materials here including Assessments and Instructional Materials. 
Explicitly LIST any additional files for this lesson. Be sure that ALL materials have been 
submitted for this lesson. 
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Red	
  Wolf	
  Family	
  Feud	
  Lesson	
  
	
  

Opening:	
  	
  We	
  have	
  been	
  learning	
  about	
  the	
  red	
  wolves	
  for	
  the	
  past	
  three	
  days.	
  
	
  
Today	
  we	
  are	
  going	
  to	
  play	
  a	
  family	
  feud	
  to	
  learn	
  our	
  last	
  concept.	
  Today	
  we	
  are	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  
looking	
  at	
  ways	
  we	
  can	
  make	
  changes	
  to	
  help	
  the	
  red	
  wolves.	
  
	
  
	
  
According	
  to	
  United	
  States	
  Fish	
  and	
  Wildlife	
  Refuge	
  we	
  can	
  help	
  the	
  red	
  wolves	
  by	
  doing	
  
the	
  following	
  things:	
  
(Discuss	
  these	
  through	
  a	
  Prezi	
  presentation)	
  	
  
Learn	
  about	
  red	
  wolves	
  so	
  you	
  can	
  teach	
  others.	
  
Visit	
  a	
  place	
  where	
  red	
  wolves	
  live.	
  	
  	
  
Join	
  the	
  Red	
  Wolf	
  Coalition.	
  
Talk	
  to	
  elected	
  officials	
  
Protect	
  natural	
  areas	
  
Change	
  your	
  carbon	
  footprint.	
  
	
  
Now	
  for	
  the	
  Family	
  Feud	
  part.	
  Based	
  on	
  what	
  we	
  learned	
  this	
  week.	
  we	
  are	
  going	
  to	
  
brainstorm	
  ways	
  to	
  educate	
  others	
  that	
  we	
  can	
  put	
  into	
  our	
  website.	
  
	
  
Have	
  pairs	
  take	
  turns	
  tapping	
  SmartBoard	
  in	
  Family	
  Feud	
  Game	
  Show	
  Technique	
  (They	
  tap	
  
the	
  SmartBoard	
  after	
  being	
  posed	
  the	
  question	
  “How	
  can	
  we	
  educate	
  others?”)	
  to	
  add	
  to	
  
our	
  list	
  of	
  ways	
  to	
  educate	
  others.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  The	
  student	
  who	
  taps	
  the	
  SmartBoard	
  the	
  fastest	
  is	
  able	
  to	
  answer	
  first.	
  A	
  recorder	
  will	
  list	
  
ideas	
  on	
  chart	
  paper.	
  We	
  will	
  then	
  break	
  up	
  into	
  groups	
  to	
  create	
  each	
  portion	
  of	
  the	
  
website	
  based	
  on	
  what	
  we	
  learned	
  this	
  week	
  about	
  the	
  red	
  wolves.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Prezi	
  Presentation:	
  http://prezi.com/ju69sdv20ld4/how-­‐can-­‐we-­‐help-­‐
prezi/?auth_key=0cad0e401aff79f1a58bff85b76546560738b6ee	
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Website Article Rubric 

Student Name:     __________________________________ 
 

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1 
Spelling and 
Capitalization 

Spelling and 
capitalization 
were checked by 
another student 
and are correct 
throughout. 

Spelling and 
capitalization 
were checked by 
another student 
and were mostly 
correct. 

Spelling and 
capitalization 
were mostly 
correct, but were 
not checked by 
another student. 

There were 
many spelling 
and 
capitalization 
errors. 

Content/Facts Facts were 
accurate for all 
events reported. 

Facts were 
accurate for 
almost all events 
reported. 

Facts were 
accurate for most 
(~75%) of the 
events reported. 

Facts were 
often 
inaccurate for 
events 
reported. 

Fonts and 
Colors 

The use of font 
styles and colors 
is consistent and 
shows a logical 
pattern. It helps 
organize the 
material. 

The use of font 
styles and colors 
is consistent and 
shows a logical 
pattern for the 
most part. It helps 
organize the 
material 
somewhat. 

The use of font 
styles and colors 
is consistent, but 
is not used 
effectively to 
organize. 

The use of 
font styles 
and colors is 
not consistent 
OR detracts 
from the 
organization. 

Readability The overall 
appearance of 
the article is 
pleasing and 
easy to read. 

The overall 
appearance of the 
article is 
somewhat 
pleasing and easy 
to read. 

The article is 
relatively 
readable. 

The article is 
difficult to 
read. 

	
  
 


